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City Catholic Powers, Ritter And St. Mary’s
Advance To State Football Semifinals

by Lonnel Cole

Following his club’s 36-13
conquest of visiting Fort Zumwalt
North in the Missouri Class 5
football playoffs last Saturday
at Cardinal Ritter, Lions coach
Brennan Spain told his team
“what a difference a year makes”,
in alluding to last year’s home
ouster to Lafayette 30-18 in the
same quarterfinal rounds.

“The goal every year is to get
back to state,” Spain commented
after ending his team talk on the
field. “That’s what we work hard
for as players and coaches..”

Thus, on a day in which the
passing game wasn’t clicking
much, superstar running back
Manny Ellis and the stout
defense saved the day to move
Ritter one step closer to the state
championship, by earning a
semifinal berth on the road next
Saturday afternoon at Carthage
High, near Branson, Mo.

Ellis rushed for 199 yards and
three touchdowns, including a 61-
yard dash down the right sidelines
on the club’s opening possession
in the first quarter. He would add
a 21-yard touchdown run in the
closing of the first quarter and an

8-yard jaunt with 35 seconds left
before the half. Ritter led 28-6 at
the half.

The Lions only big passing
play resulted in an 80-yard,
catch-and-run Andre Mayne in
the third quarter. Other than that
the passing game struggled, as
the Lions quarterbacks completed
just nine of 24 passes for 164
yards, counting Mayne’s 80 yards.
Ritter’s other touchdown came on
a 4-yard keeper by Moore.

“When we don’t have our best
game we know a back like Manny

(Ellis) will come through for us,”
said Moore. “It’s great to have a
back like that to believe in.”

On the season, Ellis has
rushed for 2,468 yards on 224
carries, good for 11 yards per
carry, with 31 yards. Not a bad
workload for someone just under
170 pounds.

“I love carrying the ball,” said
Ellis, a senior. “I can handle load
physically and mentally by what
I do in the offseason to get ready
with my workouts and trainers...”

Cardinal Ritter (9-3) which

had won back-to-back state titles
in 2022 and 2023 before the
aforementioned loss to Lafayette
in the Missouri Class 5 state
quarterfinals, will be on the road
for the state semifinals, while
another Catholic school from the
inner-city, St. Mary’s will host a
Missouri Class 4 game against
Hannibal, after last Friday
night’s 20-14 win over visiting
Parkway North. Powered by

203 yards rushing on 33 carries
by Kingston Miles the Dragons
(9-3) lived to see another playoff
day. Miles’ big night included

a 90-yard touchdown in the
fourth quarter to increase St.
Mary’s lead to 20-7 before the
visitors tried to rally with a late
touchdown.

Interestingly enough, St.
Mary’s went only 4-7 last year
in new coach Ray Merriweather
first year at the helm, with the
playoff-elimination loss coming
at Ritter 38-0. Since then,
however, St. Mary’s has been
dropped down to Class 4 to
reflect lower enrollment, but on
the field the Dragons’ play has
‘gone up’ a few notches and they
are on the brink of making it to a
state championship.

Above photo and on the right: ‘Many
yards for ‘Manny’: Cardinal Ritter
running back Manny Ellis rushed for
199 yards and three touchdowns in last
Saturday’s 36-13 victory over visiting
Fort Zumwalt North, including these
two runs, while receiver Elijah Lucas
number 8) came up with this great catch
over Panthers defensive back Michael
Vonner (number 6) in Ritter’s playoff
win.

Photos by Brian McDonald

The St. Louis Sports Commission Is Looking For
A Few Extraordinary People, or People Who

Give Back To The Community

A couple of weeks after
hosting its 21st Annual, Stan
Musial Award Winners at
Enterprise Center in downtown
St. Louis, nominations are being
accepted for next year’s event.
According to a release from the
St Louis Sports Commission and
the National Sportsmanship, they
are seeking nominees who have
exhibited “extraordinary moments
of selflessness, kindness, integrity
and civility in sports....Nominees
can be from any level-youth, high
school, college, pro, senior or
recreational”

In 2017, former East St. Louis
Olympic great Jackie Joyner
Kersee, whose benevolent acts
of charity and kindness with her
youth clubs are almost as well-
known as her athletic prowess,
became the first woman to receive
the commission’s Lifetime
Achievement. Another local sports
personality legend, broadcaster
Bob Costas received a Lifetime
Achievement Award from the
foundation last year.

Of course Stan Musial was
a Hall of Fame outfielder for
the St. Louis Cardinals baseball
team. He was the first President

Facebook @argusstl

of the Missouri Special Olympics
and was a staunch supporter of
organizations like the Boys and
Girls Clubs of America. Musial
was also one of the few white
baseball players who welcomed
Jackie Robinson when he broke
Major League’s baseball color
barrier in 1947. President Barack
Obama awarded Musial with the
Presidential Medal of Freedom in
February 2011, roughly two years
before the Cardinals great death in
January 2013.

Among the 2025 Musial
Winners were former Olympic
gold medal figure skater Kristi
Yamaguchi and current college
basketball player Darren “Jun”
Buchannan Jr. Now at Rutgers
University in New Jersey,
Buchannan used the bulk of his
college endorsement money
(Name, Image and Likeness,
known as NIL) to not only host
basketball camps for youths, but
also organized back-to-school
drives to give away backpacks
filled with school supplies. He
also provided free haircuts,
serves meals to the homeless
on Thanksgiving and served
as a ‘Secret Santa’ for some

. www.stlargusnews.com .

Washington D.C. families, where
he grew up, buying gifts from
their list.

Anyone seeking to nominate
a Musial Award Winner should
access the website or call the
St. Louis Sports Commission

eft to right

tan Musial receives his Presidential
Medal of Freedom from President Barack
Obama in February 2011, (center) Musial was 3
regular visitor at Busch Stadium in the 1990s,
shown here with fellow Cardinals Hall of Fame
teammate Johnny Mize to the right and Associated
Press photographer Leon Algee, now an Argus
contributor (far right) Darren “Jun” Buchannan
was one of this year's Musial Award Winners for
his incredible acts of kindness to kids.

at 314-345-5100 for general
inquiries. The 2025 Musial Award
presentation was taped for a
broadcast on CBS -TV (KMOV
Channel 4) on December 29 at

5 p.m. St Louis time and also be
streamed on Paramount Plus.

@argusstlinstagram #argusstl
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Nelly’s Black And White Ball, St. Louis’ Premier
Celebrity Gala, Returns For 2025

One of St. Louis’ most iconic
celebrations is set to shine once
again. The Black and White Ball
presented by CarShield will return
on Sunday, December 14, 2025,
bringing glamour, star power, and
philanthropy to the Four Seasons
Hotel St. Louis. After a decade-
long run from 2006 to 2016, Nelly
revived the highly anticipated
gala in 2023, restoring its place
as a signature event that uplifts
his hometown while uniting
celebrities, business leaders, and
community advocates.

This year’s edition promises
high style and high impact.

As in past years, the evening
will raise funds for Make-
A-Wish Missouri, helping
grant life-changing wishes for
children in the St. Louis region
battling serious illnesses. The
organization’s mission — to
bring hope, joy, and inspiration
to families through unforgettable
experiences — remains central
to the ball’s purpose. In addition
to supporting Make-A-Wish,

[

the gala will fund scholarships
for students at Harris-Stowe
State University, one of the
nation’s historically Black
colleges dedicated to expanding
opportunity for underrepresented
communities.

“For me, giving back to STL
is personal,” Nelly said in a
statement announcing the event.
“This city has always shown love,
and seeing people come together
to take care of our kids — to grant

photo by Jon Gitchoff

wishes, to fund scholarships —
that’s the heart of the Black and
White Ball. It’s a celebration of
who we are as a community.”
Over the years, the star-
studded guest list has included
elite entertainers and athletes
such as Janet Jackson, Wyclef
Jean, Monica, Metro Boomin,
T-Pain, Ne-Yo, Allen Iverson,
Jim Edmonds, Ozzie Smith,
and Boyz II Men, alongside
hometown legends and emerging

talent. Local luminaries and
national icons regularly share the
ballroom, making the event a rare
intersection of St. Louis culture,
celebrity philanthropy, and Black
excellence.

Beyond the red carpet
glamour, the ball strengthens
St. Louis institutions that serve
families, foster education, and
inspire the next generation. With
backing from sponsors including
Apple Bottoms, Walmart,
and Date Ideas & Things To
Do, and production by Derrty
Entertainment and SYNERGY
Productions LLC, the Black and
White Ball continues to elevate
its mission while showcasing St.
Louis as a city rich in creativity,
generosity, and social impact.

Additional details and ticket
information can be found at
www.blackwhiteballstl.com, as
Nelly and his partners prepare to
welcome another unforgettable
evening where fashion meets
philanthropy — and where St.
Louis takes center stage.

Minority-Owned Businesses Shut Out as
Loan Denials Soar

By Stacy M. Brown
Black Press USA Senior National Correspondent

The doors of opportunity
remain locked for too many. A
new LendingTree analysis reveals
that Black-owned businesses
faced the highest rejection rate
for financing in 2024, with 39%
denied loans, lines of credit,
or merchant cash advances.
Hispanic-owned businesses
followed at 29%. By contrast, just
18% of white-owned businesses
were turned away.

The figures draw a map of
inequality, where capital flows
freely to some and is dammed
up for others. The report shows

that one in five businesses
overall—21% —were denied
financing last year, a number
nearly unchanged from 2023.
But beneath that flat surface lies
a story of disparity: while white-
owned companies hit roadblocks
less often, Black and Hispanic
entrepreneurs carried the brunt
of rejection. Size and age also
stacked the deck. Firms with
just one to four employees were
denied 26% of the time, five times
the rate of larger firms. Startups
fared poorly, but even businesses
with three to five years under

their belts faced the highest denial
rate, at 29%. By loan type, SBA
loans and lines of credit proved
the hardest to secure, with nearly
half—45%—rejected.

The reasons mirror a harsh
economy. High interest rates,
inflation, and an unsteady job
market have made banks wary.
Community development
financial institutions, often praised
as a lifeline for underserved
communities, turned down
applicants 34% of the time.

Large banks followed at 31%.
Matt Schulz, LendingTree’s chief

consumer finance analyst, said

the trend is part of a larger retreat
by lenders. “Inflation, tariffs,

high interest rates, and a slow

job market are making things
tough on small businesses and

the customers they’re trying to
attract,” he said. “ this uncertainty,
banks pull back—as they tend

to do in risky, unpredictable
times. Standards for lending to
consumers and businesses have
generally been tight for some
time, and that’s unlikely to change
soon.”

Continued from Al

the Penguin Plunge Meet in
Washington, Missouri, where the
Makos Swim Team captured first
place overall.

Her coaches, Terea “T”
Goodwin and Torrie Preciado,
couldn’t be prouder of the team’s
progress and unity. “The Makos
are stronger than ever,” they
shared, noting that the team
has now grown to more than
40 dedicated members—each
striving to uphold the team’s
proud legacy of excellence,
discipline, and sportsmanship.

But swimming isn’t Laylah’s
only arena of growth. This past
summer, she participated in
Beauty Boot Camp, hosted by
Mrs. Tameka, Mrs. Tee, and
Mrs. Lawanda, the owner of
Sweethead Naturals Institute—
the only Black-owned beauty
school specializing in natural hair.
The camp gave Laylah hands-on
experience in hair and skincare,
sparking a new entrepreneurial
dream: launching her own
skincare line.

With big goals and an even
bigger heart, Laylah also aspires

Facebook @argusstl

Rising Star: Laylah Shahid Continues
to Shine in and Out of the Pool

Lacey “G Souldier” Turner

to become a lawyer one day—a
reflection of her sharp intellect,
confidence, and passion for
justice.

Looking ahead, Laylah and
the Makos are preparing for
exciting upcoming competitions,

. www.stlargusnews.com .

including a swim meet in Detroit,
Michigan this February, and

a multicultural swim meet

in Indianapolis, Indiana this
summer. Beyond competition,
Laylah will also embark on a
life-changing journey to Accra,

Ghana this spring, broadening
her global perspective and cultural
understanding.

To continue pursuing her
dreams, Laylah is currently
raising funds for her 2025-2026
swim season. Every donation
helps support her travel, training,
and competition expenses—
fueling her pursuit of excellence
both in and out of the pool.

CashApp: $LoveLaylah2014
“Thank you in advance for your
generosity and encouragement,”
Laylah’s family shared. “No
donation is too small when it
comes to investing in a child’s
dreams.”

Lacey “G Souldier” Turner

@argusstlinstagram #argusstl
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ST. LOUIS, MO —
Congratulations are in order for
St. Louis native Kaonis Thomas,
who has been awarded a coveted
two-week artist residency at
the internationally acclaimed
Chateau d’Orquevaux Artists
& Writers Residency in the
Champagne-Ardenne region of
France.

Thomas will take part in the
residency from December 1-14,
2026, joining a select group of
artists from around the globe
in an environment designed to
foster creativity, collaboration,
and artistic growth. The residency
program, located in the French
countryside, is renowned for
its breathtaking setting and rich
cultural legacy. It is frequently
recognized as one of the “Top Ten
Most Beautiful Residencies in the

St. Louis Native
Awarded Prestigious
Artist Residency in France

Mark A. Bastain, Argus Staff Writer

World.”

The
application
process is highly
competitive,
with only about
20 percent
of applicants
accepted
each year. In
recognition of
Thomas’s talent
and potential,
he has also been
awarded the Denis
Diderot Grant, which will help
support his residency experience.
Named after the 18th-century
French philosopher, writer, and
art critic Denis Diderot, the
grant embodies the Chateau’s
mission of honoring artists
who push boundaries, embrace

adventure, and
contribute to the
collective spirit
of creativity.

“We are
thrilled to
welcome Kaonis
Thomas as part
of this legacy,”
said Beulah van
Rensburg and
Ziggy Attias,
co-founders
and co-directors
of the Chateau
residency. “Our goal is to select
artists who not only enhance
their own artistic journeys but
also enrich the experience of
their peers. Kaonis embodies
that spirit of exploration and
expression.”

For Thomas, the residency

represents both an opportunity
and a milestone. Over the two
weeks, he will have the chance
to refine his craft, develop new
work, and engage with a diverse
community of international artists.
The Chateau, with its deep ties to
the Diderot family, has long been
a sanctuary for creative thinkers,
offering a setting that encourages
experimentation and reflection.
This recognition marks an
important step in Thomas’s career
and highlights the global impact
of artists emerging from St.
Louis. As he prepares to embark
on this journey, his hometown
community proudly celebrates his
achievement and looks forward to
the creative insights he will bring
back from France.

Legacy of Scullin School with
Historic Exhibition

Lacey “G Souldier” Turner

VaNetta Clark Restores the
L For VaNetta Clark, restoring
the legacy of Scullin School
1s more than a project—it’s a
homecoming, a mission, and
a deeply personal tribute to
the community that raised her.
Growing up in the inner city of
St. Louis, Clark once walked the
halls of Scullin as a student. Now,
decades later, she is breathing
new life into its story through an
exhibition that not only honors the
school’s legacy but redefines what
restorative education looks like.

Scullin School, located in
the Penrose community of North
St. Louis, was once a school of
educational excellence. Known
for its innovative, student-
centered learning, and mission to
“Teach Each Child Each Day,”
Scullin produced generations of
accomplished graduates in the
areas of PK-12 education and
higher education, community
advocacy, journalism, the arts
and entrepreneurship. However,
in 2003, its doors were abruptly
closed. For many, the loss of
Scullin was emotional and
unresolved.

Two decades later, Clark is
changing that narrative. Through
her work as a PhD candidate in
Educational Policy at Washington
University in St. Louis, she has
curated An Exceptional Legacy:
The Scullin School Artifact
Collection (1985-2003)—a
powerful exhibition that restores
honor to the school, its teachers,
and its students. On view from
October 11, 2025, to February 1,
2026, at Washington University’s
Olin Library, the exhibition
highlights the institutions
impact on student achievement
and community partnerships
with organizations including
Mathew’s Dickey Boys and Girls
Club, Annie Malone, NASA,
Missouri Botanical Gardens,

Facebook @argusstl

the McDonnell Planetarium —
St.Louis Science Center, while
showcasing the enduring legacy
of Scullin School’s exemplary
educational community.

“This is more than an
exhibit—it’s a restorative
moment,” Clark says. “It’s
honoring the legacy of Scullin
School and the Penrose
community.”

The exhibition features over
80 rare artifacts preserved for
more than 20 years, including test
scores, letters of recommendation,
and photographs captured by one
of the original school cameras
used before the building’s closure.
Among the notable pieces are
a White House Proclamation

- an extraordinary feat for an
inner - city institution, Susan
E. Blow induction materials —
including the gold bell; news
footage from ABC World News;
and an autographed book, all
underscoring Scullin’s national
recognition for educational
excellence.

For Clark, this exhibition also
serves as the foundation of her
doctoral dissertation, offering a
model that can be replicated in
schools across the nation. Her
13-and-a-half-month research
journey not only documents
Scullin’s history but showcases
how exemplary education can
emerge from communities often
overlooked. Three of the teachers

. www.stlargusnews.com .

featured in her study still reside in
St. Louis, adding authenticity and
depth to the narrative.

Clark’s connection to
Scullin runs deep.“Whether in
a classroom in a school or in a
classroom inside a prison for
youth, the commitment to student
achievement remained the same.
In every classroom I gave my best
because the teachers at Scullin
gave their best—everyday. [ am
proof that high-quality education
is crucial for student outcomes in
the moment — and long-term.”

Clark’s vision to preserve
the voices and memories of
Scullin School’s unique story
is paramount to her research
initiative for advancing high-
quality education. “When
we examine someone’s lived
experiences through their own
narratives, we are provided a
window seat to explore those
experiences and how they
impacted their lives.” Clark will
share her community initiative
on November 8, 2025, at 1 p.m.
at the University City Public
Library (6701 Delmar Blvd,
University City, MO 63130).
If you’ve preserved Scullin
School materials or have a school
experience to share, you are
encouraged to attend. Attendees
will also have an opportunity to
view Scullin School’s photo books
which capture experiences such
as the Kindergarten Prom and
multiple blue ribbon awards from
the Monsanto Science Fair.

Through this groundbreaking
work— a first of its kind—
VaNetta Clark is not only
honoring Scullin’s past but
ensuring its story continues to
inspire future generations. Her
exhibition stands as a reminder
that even when institutions
fade, their legacies can still
shine—illuminating the power
of community, creativity, and
education that transcends time.

@argusstlinstagram #argusstl
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The Construction Industry
Needs a Million New Workers,
I Know Where to Find Them

By Malik Johnson

Every September, we
celebrate National Construction
Appreciation Week, a time
to recognize the dedicated
professionals who proudly
work in trades like construction,
plumbing, electrical work, and
other jobs that keep America
running. But it also serves as
a reminder that we must work
harder to raise awareness about
these rewarding, high-paying
jobs for people who may not
know about the benefits and
overwhelming need for workers
in these critical careers. And the
need is critical. The Associated
Builders and Contractors
estimates that the construction
industry will need almost a
million new workers over the
next two years to replace a
generation of retiring baby
boomers.

One of the biggest problems
is that the industry tends to
pull from the same talent pool.
Shockingly, only 6.5% of
construction workers in the U.S.
are African American like me.
But the reality is that there are
barriers to young black men
and women exploring careers
in the construction trades, the
biggest being a simple lack of
visibility. If you are a black
high school student, you almost
certainly don’t know or ever see
an African American working in
construction. And without role
models, it can be hard to envision
having a career in construction
yourself.

We need to change how we
expose young black men and
women to what are lucrative,
fulfilling, highly in-demand
careers in the skilled trades.
There is a path to do so. [ know
because I’ve walked it myself.

My journey to a career in
the skilled trades started in
2014 at what was perhaps my
lowest point. [ was a junior in
high school. My parents were
divorced, my mom had been
diagnosed with breast cancer,
and she and I were experiencing
homelessness. We spent our
nights sleeping on couches and
floors in friends’ basements.

I often didn’t know where my
next meal would come from.
That summer, Mike Brown was
shot and killed by police in my
hometown of Ferguson, Missouri,
setting off a wave of protests that
burned down over two dozen
buildings in the city.

It was at that point that I
met Dan Lester, an executive
at design-build construction
firm Clayco. He came to my
high school — North Tech in
Florissant — to talk to students
about a new program Clayco had
created called the Construction
Career Development Initiative,
or CCDI, aimed at exposing
underrepresented populations to
careers in the construction trades.
I had no idea what [ wanted to
do with my life, but Dan talked
passionately about how the need
to envision a future for ourselves
and the opportunities that the
construction industry could
provide.

But Dan and his Clayco
colleagues didn’t just come to my
school once. They kept coming
back. Dan would constantly tell
me | needed to not only plan for
my future after high school, but to
discover my “why” and my “how”
— the goals that would motivate
me in my career. To that point, my
only thought was to get a job to
help provide for my mother and
me. But the more I talked to Dan
and learned about his career and
his life, my “why” grew, and my
perspective changed.

Through CCDI, Dan became
my mentor in every way, taking
me to jobsites to experience what
a career in construction was like.
But the things I remember most
were when Dan would have my
then girlfriend — now wife —and
I over to his house on Saturday
mornings for pancakes with his
family. Seeing Dan, with his
beautiful home, his beautiful
family, and how he was able to
provide for them, really made an
impression on me. Dan would
tell me, “I see a future in this
for you,” and that inspired me
to think about having a career
rather than just a job, and my

“why” became focused on the
“how” I could create long-term
stability for me and my family.

After high school, CCDI
not only helped me start my
career as a concrete laborer —
where I helped build bridges,
hospitals, and research labs
— but they mentored me every
step of the way. After a few
years as a journeyman concrete
laborer, I switched to being
a pipefitter, first as a laborer,
then a journeyman, and now
as an apprentice with the Local
562 Pipe Fitters Union. A few
years after being homeless, I
was making close to a six-figure
salary.

But most importantly, I
love my job. I can’t wait to get
to work every morning, and I
love working on new projects,
learning new skills, and being
someone that can be counted on
to do the job right.

Being the very first graduate
of the CCDI program back in
2015 totally transformed my
life, and my success story is the
first of many. In the ten years
since its founding, CCDI has
assisted 175 students achieve
full-time employment in the
construction trades while
awarding over $650,000 in
scholarships to help students
advance their education in a
host of construction related
fields.

While I owe my career in
construction to the mentorship
I received from CCDIL, 1
wouldn’t be where I am without

my mother’s strength and
support. Despite going through
a divorce, battling cancer,
caring for my grandmother,
and selling our house to keep
us from foreclosure, she made
sure I always had food, clothes,
and a place to sleep, even when
we were homeless. She cashed
in her retirement savings to
support us, helped me practice
for interviews that helped me
land my first job, and inspired
me to never get up no matter
how tough things got. She may
not wear a hard hat, but she laid
the foundation for everything
I’ve achieved.

I was proud to both attend
the graduation ceremony for
CCDUI’s 10th anniversary class
earlier this summer while
serving as a mentor every year
to students whose shoes I was
once in. I am proof that we can
solve the labor shortage facing
the construction industry. To do
so, we have to be willing to both
invest in programs to engage
and train new talent pools of
underrepresented populations
while providing the mentors and
role models, like Dan and my
mom, to those students to help
them envision what their future
could be.

Malik Johnson is an apprentice
pipefitter with U.A. Plumbers and
Pipefitters Local 562 in St. Louis
and a 2015 graduate of Clayco's
Construction Career Development
Initiative (CCDI).

Facebook @argusstl
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Today we’d like to introduce
you to Myles “Uncle Myles”
Bastain, a rising St. Louis artist
whose building upon his project,
The Relntroduction, launched
across all major streaming
platforms. For some listeners,
he may be a new name—but for
those who know his roots, this
moment has been a long time
coming and still rising.

Born and raised in St. Louis,
Myles has been writing and
creating music since he was 12
years old, guided by the layered
mix of hip-hop, jazz, and soul that
filled his childhood home. A proud
graduate of Pattonville Senior
High School and a U.S. Navy
veteran who served aboard the
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower, he
credits military life for expanding

The (Relntroduction):
Uncle Myles: St. Louis’ Own Bringing a Smooth,

Soulful-RapVibe to the Spotlight

his worldview and exposing him

to the stories, cultures, and voices

that help shape his music today.
Myles describes his sound

as West Coast-influenced with

lyricism.

been smooth. Life in the Navy
brought long deployments,
isolation, and the heavy reality

trends, he embraces authenticity:
“We create our own cool.”
Listeners can follow him on
Instagram at @fastlanemarino,
and check out his music—now

His journey hasn’t always

a Midwest-Southern drawl,
reflecting both his St. Louis
upbringing and the sonic textures
he gravitates toward. His artistry
is rooted in the smooth oldies and
jazz classics his father played on
long drives—artists such as LTD,

of missing moments with friends
and family back home. But
through the challenges,
Myles learned the value of
time and the importance of
finding purpose through
adversity.

streaming everywhere.

Marvin Gaye, and Johnnie
Taylor—and one of his deepest
inspirations, Miles Davis’ “Blue
in Green,” a fitting influence
given that he was named after
the legendary trumpeter out of
his father’s love for jazz. That
foundation widened when he first
heard the brilliance of Eric B. &
Rakim, igniting his passion for

Relntroduction, he aims
to deliver music that feels
honest, warm, and real. “I
make music for everyday
people,” he says—a
soundtrack for cruising,
unwinding, or finding
joy in simple moments.
Rather than chasing

MARTIAL ARTS
HALL OF FAMER

Martial Arts Hall of Famer, Former MMA World Champion and martial arts

trainer, Jermaine Andre is visited by Richmond Heights Mayor Reginald Finney
at his dojo (school). Andre, the author of several books, gifted his book Assault
Stop, which also is constructed as a non lethal, self-defense protocol/system

that has found use in school systems, law
enforcement, prison systems, etc. The
system takes a comprehensive approach
and system is centered around non-lethal
self-defense and mental strengthening,
mindfulness and situational awareness.
Mayor Finney is pictured holding one of
Jermaine Andre’s World Championship
belts. For more information on individual/
corporate training, speaking engagements
contact Jermaine Andre at 314-536-4963.
www.JAMMA .pro
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Donate to SLPL’s
We Can All Serve:

MLK FOOD DRIVE
DEC. 15-JAN. 31

Drop off items at any SLPL location.

ST. LOUIS
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

Food\gc:nkf

St. Louis Area Foodbank

WY “Anation that continues year after year to spend
\\

¢ more money on military defense than on programs

of social uplift is approaching spiritual death.’

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
“A Time to Break Silence” | April 4, 1967 | New York City
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